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A noun clause is a group of words that contains a subject and a verb; 
however, it cannot stand alone as a sentence.	
	
e.g.   What you think does not matter.	
 	
A noun clause can be used as the subject or the object in the following 
forms:	
 	
e.g. What you think does not matter.	
In this example, the noun clause is the subject of the sentence.	
 	
e.g. I don’t know what she thinks.	
In this example, the noun clause is the object of the sentence.	
 	
A Noun clauses can begin with …	
1. … a question word:	
   where he lives	
   what one says	
   who the man is	
   how she survives	
 	
2. … “whether” or “if”	
   whether she will stay	
   if she will stay	
 	
3. … a question word + TO infinitive	
   what to say	
   where to meet	
 	
4. … “that”	
   that he is innocent	
   that she knows three languages	
 	



e.g. That she worked hard for the whole term pleased her parents.	
In this example, the whole that-clause is the subject of the sentence.	
 	
Instead of “that” we can also use the belief that, the fact that, the idea that, 
the evidence that.	
e.g. The fact that the economic growth rate is lower than the population 
growth rate causes problems.	
 	
e.g. The idea that the teacher should dominate in the classroom is 
unacceptable. 	
 	
However, if the subject is too long, it may be difficult for the reader to 
understand the sentence. To solve this problem, we use the introductory “it”, 
which takes the position of the subject in the sentence and signals that a 
noun clause is to follow.	
 	
e.g.   Instead of	
That she worked hard for the whole term pleased her parents.	
we can write	
It pleased her parents that she worked hard for the whole term.	
 	

Note that this pattern can be used only with “that” but not with “the idea 
that / the fact that”.	
 	

B       Using subjunctive in noun clauses	
       	

A subjunctive verb is the simple form of a verb. Sentences with subjunctive 
verbs generally stress importance or urgency.	
e.g. I suggest (that) he see a doctor.	
 	
Negative form: not + simple form of the verb	
e.g. I recommend that she not go to that movie.	
 	
Passive form: simple form of BE + past participle	
e.g. It is essential that children be told the truth.	
 	
When the main verb of the sentence is in past form, the verb in the noun 
clause is also in past form.	
e.g. I suggested that he saw a doctor.	
 	
Common verbs and expressions followed by the subjunctive in a noun 
clause:	
 	

advise, ask, demand, insist, propose, 
recommend, request, suggest	

 	
+  that + noun clause	
 	

essential, imperative, important, 
critical, necessary, vital	

It is  +  that + noun clause 	



1	Read	the	text	below	and	mark	further	examples	of:	
1	 	clauses	
a)	following	a	noun	b)	following	an	adjective		
c)	as	object	of	a	verb	
2	clauses	beginning	with	a	question	word	
a)	as	subject	of	the	sentence	b)	following	be	
c)	following	a	preposition	
3	-ing	or	to-	infinitive	clauses	
a)	as	subject	b	)	following	be	
c)	following	a	noun	or	adjective			
	
Multiple	Intelligence	(MI)	theory	suggests	that	people	learn	
differently.	What	is	good	for	one	learner	might	not	be	good	
for	another.	One	feature	of	the	theory	is	how	it	identifies	
eight	different	pathways	to	learning.	Using	words	might	
help	one	learner,	whereas	another	might	benefit	from	
the	use	of	music,	pictures	or	movement.	How	you	teach	
should	depend	on	who	you	are	teaching,	not	what	you	are	
teaching.	If	the	goal	is	to	help	learners	get	the	most	from	
a	lesson,	it	is	important	to	adopt	a	variety	of	approaches.	
There	is	evidence	 	more	people	are	becoming	aware	
of	Ml	theory,	and	it	is	encouraging	that	more	teachers	
are	adopting	its	ideas,	although	some	still	have	no	desire	
to	change	their	approach.	To	achieve	the	best	results	for	
everyone	must	be	the	aim	of	all	schools,	but	whether	or	not	
the	ideas	become	uniformly	adopted	remains	to	be	seen. 
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F 		
T 	b 	protective	 f	/	t wards	
+object.		 	
T 	h lp	+object	 t.	(to help) 

(colloq)
		

T 	b 	 mpr ss d	by	+object.		
W y	has	h v 		th 	fallen	 t?	
David	"Something"		
Non-conformist		
[frant]	fr nt		
discovery		
d sc ve s	 				

Strong	 str n th	 str n then	 	
L ng	 L n th	 L n then	 	

Wid 	(br d) 	 W dth	 	 Widen	 	
D p 	 D pth	 	 D pen		

	
	

T 	
strik

(huelga/golpear)
	a	pos .		

pos .	
strik 	a	m l t r 	t g t

(la	diana)
.	

t	str ck	m 	(it appeared to me / I realised/noticed)	
to make someone have a particular opinion or feeling	
‘You don’t strike me as a religious man,’ I said frankly. 

strike someone as being something: 
He didn’t strike me as being the jealous kind. 

it strikes someone as funny/odd/strange (that): 
It struck me as a little bit odd that she was always alone. 


