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m d 		
deceitful		
T 	dawn

(amanecer)
	 n	+object.		

Som ng	finall  dawns		 n	/up n	 	:You finally realise something.		
t	h sn’t	dawned	 n	y 	yet? 

	
F t e		

T 	h v 	a	br kthr 	 	
	

a sudden, dramatic, and important discovery or development. 
"a major breakthrough in the fight against AIDS" 
an instance of achieving success in a particular sphere or activity. 
"his big breakthrough came in 1988 when he had two paintings accepted by the RSA"	
Strid 	 		
Nil 		
R in 			
T 	stand	+object	 n	g d	st d.			
If an experience stands a person in good stead, it is  
or will be of great use to them: 
“Getting some work experience now will stand you  
in good stead (for) when you apply for a permanent job.”		
To	put you in a good position		
Go ng	b ck	1000s	 f	y s.		

T 	h t	your	+object	 n	s m th ng.	
"To hit on/upon sth" in English.  
To think of an idea when you didn't expect or intend to, especially one that solves a 
problem:  
"When we first hit on the idea, everyone told us it would never work." 
		

	
L t	alon 	( )	(+object).
C mpan 		
Broch e			
	
	

T 	d c v 	 
D c pt on			D c pt v l 			  

d c v ng 
Not the way it appears 	

Objects and people/unintentionally. 
“She seems like a horrible person but her looks are 

deceptive. she is actually really nice.”	

ve s s	
(cae 
p26)	

D c t	D c tf ll 		
≈premeditated cheating 

	

People/intentionally	



Normally, "deceitful" applies to individuals who, often by nature, deceive others by 
intent. 
Think of "deceiving" to mean "not what you think it is or as it appears." 
For example: The cute appearance of a raccoon (mapache) is deceiving, but the 
animals cannot be deceitful, because they are not human and cannot form intent. 
“Appearances can be deceiving” 

fixed	expression
 

“The island looks small from a distance, but this is deceptive; it's really quite big.” 
I trusted him completely, so I didn’t see though his lies and deceit for a long time.  
We might say: 

§ They used a clever piece of deception to pull off their plan. BUT: 
§ His deceit, though successful, was deplorable. 

We might also swap the words, and have a clever piece of deceit or a deplorable deception, 
but these would be less typical uses in English. Why? Because, generally 
speaking, deceit is worse than deception. Deceit suggests malevolence, or, more simply, 
a negative intent. Deception is more neutral. Though deception in general is often 
connected to negative activities it does not, on its own, suggest wickedness. 
There is deception involved in magic tricks, for example. Deceit, on the other hand, is 
mostly used for something will bad intent. If you described as magician’s act as using 
deceit, you would be suggesting it was a bad thing. Not that he simply performed tricks 
but that his tricks were somehow unwelcome. 
Consider the following two sentences for the difference: 

§ The magician employed a careful deception to make the car disappear. 
§ The magician employed a careful deceit to make the car disappear. 

The first sounds like an innocent trick, the second sounds like he stole it. As with many 
of the subtly different words in English, this difference won’t always be relevant or 
interpreted this way – but in some cases it may be very important! 
http://www.englishlessonsbrighton.co.uk/difference-deception-deceit/ 
"Deception" is more closely associated with the accomplishment of purposeful 
misguidance or misdirection (which is often physical, as with your suggestions of 
mimicry and camouflage). "Deceit" is more closely related to the intention to mislead, 
and carries a (negative) connotation of willful malfeasance.  
	


